
ROCHDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL

COMMUNITIES, REGENERATION AND ENVIRONMENT OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY 
COMMITTEE CHAIR’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL

COUNCIL - WEDNESDAY, 21st OCTOBER 2015

Thank you Mr. Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest developments 
on various matters relating to the Communities. Regeneration and Environment Overview 
and Scrutiny Committee.

The Committee has now met on two occasions, on 9th July and 23rd September, both of 
which proved to be productive and interesting meetings.

9th July 2015

Work Programme 2015/16
The Committee will consider its Work Programme for 2015/16, details of which are subject 
to s a separate report elsewhere on this agenda. The detailed terms of reference for the 
Committee were agreed by the Council at the Annual Meeting in May, highlighting the 
principal roles and functions of the Committee being to bring together both the physical and 
skills aspects of economic regeneration, and the supporting work of services such as 
leisure, highways, housing and environmental services, that provide the opportunities for 
work and the improvement of life experiences for the Borough’s communities.
.
Directorate Plans and Year-End Performance Outturn
The Committee consider a report that provided Members with the 2014/15 Year-End 
Outturn Performance in relation to the Customer and Corporate Services’ Directorate Plan 
(insofar as it affected Community Services) and the Economy and Environment Directorate 
Plan. The Committee scrutinised progress reports detailing the performance of the 
Council’s Economy and Environment Directorate, during the fourth quarter of 2014/15. At a 
previous meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee, Members in endorsing the 
Directorate Plans had asked for quarterly updates on progress of these activities. 

Quarterly Performance Reporting 
The Committee received performance monitoring reports at this meeting in respect of:

 Rochdale Development Agency
 Link4Life
 Rochdale Boroughwide Housing
 Rochdale Borough Safer Communities Partnership

.

Key Route Network
The Committee received a detailed and informative presentation from our Highways team 
which detailed the key route highways network in the Borough. It was noted that this is an 
ever increasingly important matter that affects not just Rochdale but the wider Greater 
Manchester and North West England regions. 

Other Issues
On a busy agenda we also received reports on the Borough’s Homelessness situation, 
Housing Allocations Policy and the Borough’s Disabled Parking Policy. 

 AGMA Scrutiny Pool
The Committee noted the minutes of meetings of the AGMA Scrutiny Pool held on 13th 
March and 17th April 2015.



23rd September 2015

Puffin Crossing – Sandy Lane , Rochdale
The Committee considered a report regarding a decision made by Rochdale Township 
Action and resources Committee to award £50,000 to upgrade a pelican crossing to a 
puffin crossing that had been called-in by Members of the Council. The Committee 
engaged in a lively and detailed debate involving the Chair of the Action and Resources 
Committee, Spotland and Falinge Ward Councillors and members of the public. Ultimately 
the Committee decided to uphold the Committee’s original decision.

Greater Manchester Transport Strategy 2040
The Committee received a presentation from Officers representing Transport for Greater 
Manchester which introduced the Greater Manchester Combined Authority’s consultation 
on the 2040 Transport Strategy that the Combined Authority hoped to adopt in mid-2016. 
Questions from the Committee considered bus service franchising and the necessity for 
local input into service provision; the current and future position of ring and ride services; 
and the need for flexibility in a strategy that looked so far into the future.

Public Protection Enforcement Policy 2014/15
The Committee received a report advising us of the Regulators’ Code that had come into 
effect on 6th April 2014. As regulators, Officers within the Council’s Public Protection 
Service now have a statutory duty to have regard to this Code which requires Enforcement 
Policies to be updated to reflect new requirements. 

RDA – Quarter One Performance Report 2015/16
The Committee scrutinised a report which provided us with performance relevant 
information on the activities of the Rochdale Development Agency which are undertaken 
on behalf of the Council, in the first quarter of 2015/16 (April – June). We welcomed to the 
meeting Mr John Searle, who, in presenting this report, was attending his first meeting of 
the Committee since his appointment as Director of Economy.

Street Lighting Contract - Quarter One Performance Report 2015/16
The Committee scrutinised a report which attempted to address concerns that had been 
raised by Members, at previous meetings of the former Overview and Scrutiny Committee 
in relation to the performance and monitoring of the Street Lighting PFI project. The Street 
Lighting PFI Contract Manager advised the Committee of a meeting that had been held 
over the summer in response to a Motion that had been passed at a previous Council 
meeting which instructed our Chief Executive to meet with representatives of the Street 
Lighting Project and E.ON regarding the lack of satisfaction with the performance of the 
contract. An outcome of this meeting was that E.ON had replaced their managers who had 
responsibility for overseeing both Rochdale and Oldham’s PFI Projects in an attempt to 
rebuild relations between the parties and to improve the service. We requested if details 
could be presented to a future meeting of the Committee which outlined the amount of 
money that had been refunded to the Council to cover failings in the contract. We continue 
to have misgivings about the performance of the Street Lighting Contract and have 
assurances that the performance will improve. There is now a new complaints procedure in 
place, which we will vigorously scrutinise in due course.

Rochdale Safer Communities Partnership  - Quarter One Performance Report 2015/16
The Committee scrutinised a report which provided Members with a summary of how the 
Rochdale Safer Communities Partnership (RSCP) had performed against its targets during 
the first quarter of 2015/2016 (April - June). Some of the highlights and exceptions included 
the reported figure for satisfaction with the Police and the Council’s efforts to tackle crime 
and Anti-Social Behaviour dropping slightly to 71%, though most Greater Manchester 
districts had seen a fall, and Rochdale was still the third best in Greater Manchester.in 
terms of crime reduction it was reported that all of the Greater Manchester areas had seen 



increases in the first quarter 2015/2016 in the total volume of victim based crimes, with the 
Rochdale Borough’s being towards the lower end of the recorded range. The principal 
contributory factor behind this was that violent crimes had been included within this 
category and had increased, as had burglary offences and criminal damage.

Rochdale Safer Communities Partnership, Safer Communities Plan 2015 - 2018
The Committee scrutinised a report which presented the Safer Communities Partnership’s 
Safer Communities Plan 2015 – 2018. The purpose of the report was to raise awareness 
and to seek approval, from the Cabinet/Council of the Partnership’s 2015 - 2018 Safer 
Communities Plan. In considering this report Members of the Committee also noted that 
this was the last occasion at which Ms. Jeanette Staley, Community Safety Manager, 
would be attending a meeting of this Committee, prior to her taking up a new job at Salford 
City Council and as well as thanking her for her work over 16 years with Rochdale we wish 
her all the best in her new post.

The Committee scrutinised a report of the Director of Neighbourhoods that presented 
details of progress, in the first quarter of 2105/2016 (April – June) towards targets 
contained in the Economy and Environment Directorate Plan 2015/16 and the 
Communities section of the Customers and Corporate Services Directorate Plan 
2015/2016.

Directorate Plans 2015-16: Quarter 1 Performance Update 
The Committee scrutinised a report that presented details of progress, in the first quarter of 
2105/2016 (April – June) towards targets contained in the Economy and Environment 
Directorate Plan 2015/16 and the Communities section of the Customers and Corporate 
Services Directorate Plan 2015/2016. Members of the Committee noted that the format of 
these reports had changed since similar quarterly performance reports, relating to 
Directorate Plan updates were submitted to the former Overview and Scrutiny Committee. 
In this regard the Committee requested that consideration of this report be deferred to the 
next meeting of the Committee pending the resubmission of the report in a revised and 
more detailed format.
 
Playing Pitch and Formal Sports Strategy 
The Committee scrutinised a report that had previously been considered by the Cabinet at 
its meeting held 3rd August 2015, which had sought and obtained approval for the 
development of a Playing Pitch and Formal Sports Strategy for the Borough.

On a more general note, in this regard, I am working with Officers from the Council’s 
Performance Team and from ICT Services to improve the performance reports (quarterly, 
six monthly and annually) that we will receive both from our partners and internally. I am 
therefore expecting more focused and concise performance reports to be presented, 
starting with the Committee’s next meeting on 29th October.

Councillor Neil Butterworth - Chair, Communities, Regeneration and Environment 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of the 
Council about these or any other matter relating to the Communities. Regeneration and 
Environment Overview and Scrutiny Committee.


